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The Sewing Rooms repairs the fabric of society 
Local good cause rewarded for excellence in service delivery and training 

 

The Lancashire Community Recycling Network’s annual awards event has recognised the 

extraordinary contribution made by Skelmersdale-based social enterprise ‘The Sewing 

Rooms’.  

 
The Sewing Rooms is an initiative that engages with those people most removed from the 

labour market – people with significant personal and professional barriers including low 

confidence, poor literacy levels, mental and physical health problems, lack of work 

experience, poor social and employability skills, criminal records and a lack of awareness of 

opportunities or how to access them.   They live isolated and vulnerable lives, disconnected 

from family and wider social networks.   

 

This comprehensive service provides training of such a high standard that the organisation  

provides a professional curtain making service to clients and to IKEA’s Warrington and 

Glasgow stores. They also offer sewing, soft furnishing and upholstery training which help 

fund training and wellbeing services, paying for special training sessions for vulnerable 

clients.  

 

The Sewing Rooms have established links with several local prisons and working in 

partnership with Lancashire Probation Service have now set up a Sewing Rooms within the 

Women’s Bail Hostel, Preston and two male bail hostels in Accrington and Blackburn. Clients 

are trained in sewing techniques, upholstery and renovation of furniture.   

 

Having been within the custodial system for so long, these clients have previously lived 

chaotic lives and, within the last 18 months, we have trained over 140 ex-prisoners – the 
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majority of whom have not re-offended.   The current cost of keeping a prisoner in jail is 

estimated to be £47,000 per annum.   We have anecdotal evidence that, since working in 

Edith Rigby Women’s Bail Hostel in Preston, 20 women have not re-offended, saving the tax-

payer an estimated £940,000. As a progression route, clients now travel from their respective 

Bail Hostels to our premises in Skelmersdale, West Lancs, in order to carry on with their 

training.  

 

The Sewing Rooms have established links with other organisations and textile companies to 

utilise surplus fabrics. To date, the Sewing Rooms has diverted over 34.7 tonnes of waste 

from landfill, which is the equivalent weight of 5 double-decker buses. 

     

Maureen Fazal, Director of the Sewing Rooms said “We are absolutely delighted to have 

been selected for the award and, having worked so tirelessly to develop the expansion of the 

Sewing Rooms, winning the award was testament to all the hard work by the team.” 

 

“Due labour costs, sewing production was moved overseas resulting in the closing down of 

many UK factories and resulting in a loss of textile-related skills.  However, as the cost of 

labour abroad continues to soar, the UK market is now ready to stage a comeback.  This 

project whilst tackling social isolation, and waste minimisation, it is also providing and 

preparing those people most removed from the labour market with the necessary skills for 

future progression into the sector.” 

 

The Sewing Rooms are now in the process of expanding into other areas in the region as well 

as developing an on-site Sewing Academy here in West Lancs which will provide training in 

soft furnishings, upholstery and upcycling of textiles.    

 

Maureen continued “The prize funds will be invested into purchasing new machinery and 

equipment for our Sewing Academy which we are excited to launch very soon! 
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“We are also launching our Licence to Sew workshops starting in November.  They are a mix 

of day and evening group sessions and one-to-one tuition and combine demonstration, 

explanation and tuition, which allows students to learn by doing.  Details of times and days 

are on the Sewing Rooms website.” 

 

Paul Hemmings, CEO of Global Renewables Lancashire presented the award and said “This 

is an extraordinary project which offers many new opportunities to people who must feel like 

they have very few. Congratulations to the Sewing Rooms team for all of your hard work and 

the obvious difference you are making in Lancashire – we wish you all the very best with your 

plans for expansion”. 

 

About the Red Rose Resource Awards 2014 
Across Lancashire, organisations have been set up to address problems faced by our 

communities. They are ‘social enterprises’ – businesses that trade to tackle social problems, 

improve communities, people’s life chances, or the environment. They reinvest their profits 

back into their service, products or the local community, so when they profit, society profits. 

 

The Lancashire Community Recycling Network is a members Network of charities and social 

enterprises that stop valuable and useful items and materials being landfilled. They work 

accounts for thousands of tonnes of valuable resources being diverted from landfill in 

Lancashire ever year – and they also provide support, training and employment opportunities 

to those furthest from the labour market, helping those recovering from physical or mental 

health problems, the long term unemployed and formerly homeless to become independent 

and economically active. 

 

Lancashire CRN’s annual awards event, The Red Rose Resource Awards showed the 

diversity of projects in Lancashire and the numerous ways they help our communities.  
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Councillor Amy Cross, Blackpool Council’s cabinet member for Street Scene and the 

Environment opened the event, congratulating Lancashire CRN’s members on the impact 

they are having across Lancashire.  

 

“The Lancashire Community Recycling Network is a great example of organisations working 

together to achieve one common goal of helping communities through recycling. 

 

“There are many organisations around the county who do excellent work to reduce the 

amount of waste going to landfill and restore items so that they can be used again to help 

local people. 

 

“I’m delighted to hear of the excellent work that these three award winners are doing and 

would like to congratulate each of them for the ways that they are not only recycling but also 

improving the lives of local communities. 

 

"Since establishing the Lancashire Community Recycling Network over 10 years ago we are 

proud to host some of the most diverse and innovative groups in the country. The award 

winners this year demonstrate the quality and the diverse ways that ‘waste’ can be used as a 

resource to support local communities."  

 

The winners of the three awards were presented with a recycled glass trophy (a 17th century 

upcycled flat irons, supplied by Lancashire CRN member Shabby2Chic CIC, based in 

Blackpool) with a generous cash prize to invest in their organisations and teams. The event 

was organized and delivered by Global Renewables on behalf of Lancashire County Council 

and Blackpool Council. 

 

Lancashire CRN itself won the Best Partnership Project at the prestigious MRW National 

Recycling Awards in London in July 2014 and have just secured a Silver Zero Waste Award 
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from industry body Letsrecycle. Both awards were for the ground-breaking ‘Care and Urgent 

Need Support Scheme’ delivered in partnership with Lancashire County Council, which has 

been recognised for best practice in cross sector partnership working and community-based 

waste management. 

 

Lancashire CRN receives ongoing support from Lancashire County Council and Blackpool 

Council as part of the Lancashire Waste PFI Project. 

 
 

Photo 
 

Lancashire Community Recycling Network’s Red Rose Resource Awards 2014: 

 

Ends 

 
For further information and interviews, please contact: 

 

Lancashire CRN: 

Dawn Welham     Tel: 01772 642 885 

Community Sector Development Officer  Email: info@lancashirecrn.org 

& Lancashire CRN Coordinator    Twitter: @LancashireCRN 

       www.facebook.com/LancashireCRN  

 

Global Renewables Lancashire Ltd: 

Sue Woodhouse     Tel: 01772 642 892   

Community Liaison    Mbl: 07816 158898  

& Communications Manager   Email: sue.woodhouse@globalrenewables.co.uk   
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Lancashire County Council:  

Mike Warren  

Media Officer     Tel: 01772 533537 

       Email: mike.warren@lancashire.gov.uk 

 

Blackpool Council: 

Jenny Bollington     Tel: 01253 477192 

Communications Officer    Email: jenny.bollington@blackpool.gov.uk 

   

NOTES TO EDITOR: 

 

The Lancashire Waste Partnership brings together all fifteen Lancashire Waste Authorities 

to deliver sustainable waste management for the future. The Partnership adopted a Joint 

Municipal Waste Management Strategy in 2001. The implementation of this strategy through 

the delivery of improved waste management services, including collection services for 

recyclables and green garden waste resulted in the County’s performance increasing to 

almost 40% in 2006/07. Lancashire County Council and Blackpool Council have also worked 

together to procure a 25 year waste treatment contract supported by £90m of PFI credits. 

This contract with Global Renewables Lancashire Limited will deliver state-of-the-art waste 

treatment technologies to recover waste rather than landfill it. 

 

Global Renewables Lancashire is a resource recovery specialist which has combined some 

of the worlds most advanced and environmentally-responsible waste treatment technologies 

in the UR-3R Process® - a Greenpeace-approved mechanical biological treatment (MBT) 

solution for municipal solid waste.   

 

The Lancashire Community Recycling Network (Lancashire CRN) is a members’ 

organisation supporting and representing community-based waste and resource management 
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groups across the region. Lancashire CRN receives ongoing support from Lancashire County 

Council and Blackpool Council and is administered by Global Renewables on their behalf 

through the Lancashire Waste PFI Project. Visit www.lancashirecrn.org or contact Lancashire 

CRN’s Coordinator Dawn Welham. 

 

Lancashire CRN won Best Partnership Project at the MRW National Recycling Awards 2014 

for the Care and Urgent Needs Support Scheme in partnership with Lancashire County 

Council.  

 

The Sewing Rooms is social enterprise specialising in upcycling and training in traditional 

textile craftsmanship. 

Contact: Director Maureen Fazal: Maureen@exselcic.com or call 01695 557230 

 


